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October 2, 2016 

  

Addressing “Problem Passages” for the Doctrines of Grace 
 

 

Intro 
 

• While we believe these doctrines are glorious and beautiful, we recognize that 

they are not always easy to understand or accept! 

 
 

• Is everything in the Bible equally clear? 

 

“Not all things in Scripture are equally plain in themselves or equally clear to all; 

yet those things which are necessary to be known, believed, and observed for 

salvation are so clearly stated and explained in one place or another in Scripture, 

that not only the educated but also the uneducated may gain a sufficient 

understanding of them by a proper use of the ordinary means.”  

–Westminster Confession of Faith, I.7 
 

 

 

• Basic principles for interpretation: 

 

o Interpret passages in their context 

 

o Interpret passages in a way that is consistent with the rest of Scripture 

 

 

 

“All / Any” 
 

 

1 Timothy 2:1-7 

 
“This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all people to be 

saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” (1 Tim. 2:3-4) 

 

• Does this deny “unconditional election”? 
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• Does God’s saving desire and purpose apply to everyone equally? Does God want 

everyone to be saved and attempt to save everyone, but only those who respond 

of their free will are saved in the end? 

 

 

• “All means all and that’s all all means!” Yes, but, all of what? 

 
“For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.” (1 Cor. 15:22)  

 

“and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, 

making peace by the blood of his cross.” (Col. 1:20)  

 

“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24  and are justified by his grace 

as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 3:23-24)  

 

 

• Reading this verse in context: 1 Timothy 2:1-7. 

 
� “all without exception” vs. “all without distinction” 

 

 
“It would appear that Paul’s opponents are teaching an exclusive gospel that 

offers salvation only to a select few, and this exclusivism is made clear by their 

practice of praying for only certain people. …The theological debate over issues 

concerning the Christian doctrine of election arising from v. 4 was not the focus of 

the text in its historical situation. Within the context of the false teachers in 

Ephesus, Paul was saying that the church was not to exclude anyone, not even the 

governing authorities (v 2) from the proclamation of the gospel since God’s desire 

was to save all people (possibly from all classes/groups of humanity).” 

 –William Mounce, Pastoral Epistles, 76, 86 

 
 

2 Peter 3:1-10 

 
“The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward 

you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9) 
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• Again, context: To whom is Peter writing? 

 

“This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In both of them I am 

stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder, 2  that you should remember the 

predictions of the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior through 

your apostles, 3 knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with 

scoffing, following their own sinful desires. 4  They will say, “Where is the promise of his 

coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they were 

from the beginning of creation.” 5 For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the 

heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed out of water and through water by 

the word of God, 6 and that by means of these the world that then existed was deluged 

with water and perished. 7 But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist 

are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the 

ungodly. 8 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a 

thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9  The Lord is not slow to fulfill his 

promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any 

should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will 

come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly 

bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it 

will be exposed.” (2 Peter 3:1-10) 

 
• To whom is God patient? He is patient toward you, beloved. His promise is true 

toward you. How do you know this? Because he did not will that any of you should 

perish but that all of you should come to repentance. And that is why he has delayed 

the Second Coming of Christ. 

 

 

Does God “will” and “desire” things in different senses? 

 

There is a general sense in which God commands and desires the repentance of all people. 

We often use the word “desire” in different senses… 

 

 

 Resource: “Are There Two Wills in God?” by John Piper 

 

 

“Have I any pleasure in the death of the wicked, declares the Lord God, and not rather that 

he should turn from his way and live?” (Ezekiel 18:23)  
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“But they would not listen to the voice of their father, for it was the will of the LORD to put 

them to death” (1 Samuel 2:25). 

 

Implication: Eli’s sons were doing God’s will! [God’s will of decree] 

 

“And I will raise up for myself a faithful priest, who shall do according to what is in my heart 

and in my mind” (1 Samuel 2:35) 

 

Implication: Eli’s sons were not doing God’s will!  [God’s will of precept] 

 

 

 

“World” 
 

 

1 John 2:2 
 

“He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole 

world.”  (1 John 2:2) 

 

• Does this deny “particular redemption”? Two assumptions must be read into the 

text: 

 

o “World” = “every person in the world, including unbelievers” 

 

o “Propitiation” = “potential propitiation” 

 

 

• How does the context help us interpret the categories for “we/us” vs. “others”? 

 

“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with 

our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the 

word of life— 2  the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and 

proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to 

us— 3  that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too 

may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his 

Son Jesus Christ.” (1 John 1:1-3) 
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• Parallel passage: 

 

“He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the 

whole world.”  (1 John 2:2) 

 

 “‘Nor do you understand that it is better for you that one man should die for the people, 

not that the whole nation should perish.’ 51 He did not say this of his own accord, but 

being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, 52 and 

not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the children of God who are 

scattered abroad.” (John 11:50-52) 

 

 

Revelation 5:9-10 

 

 

 

“You were unwilling” 
 

Matthew 23:37  
 

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! 

How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under 

her wings, and you were not willing!” (Matthew 23:37) 

 

• Does this undermine “irresistible grace”? 

 

 

• Context: what is Jesus communicating with this verse? 

 

o “Jerusalem” 

 

o “Your children” 

 

 

“But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut the kingdom of heaven in 

people's faces. For you neither enter yourselves nor allow those who would enter to go in.” 

(Matthew 23:13) 
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“The persons whom Christ would have gathered are not represented as being 

unwilling to be gathered, but their rulers were not willing that they should. The 

opposition and resistance to the will of Christ were not made by the people but by 

their governors. The common people seemed inclined to attend the ministry of 

Christ, as appears from the vast crowds which, at different times and places, 

followed him; but the chief priests and rulers did all they could to hinder the 

collection of them to him; and their belief in him as the Messiah, by speaking 

against his character, miracles, and doctrines, and by passing an act that whoever 

confessed him should be put out of the synagogues; so that the obvious meaning 

of the text is the same with that of verse 13 …and consequently is no proof of 

men’s resisting the operations of the Spirit and grace of God, but of obstructions 

and discouragements thrown in the way of attendance on the external ministry of 

the word.” –John Gill, The Cause of God and Truth, 29 

 

 

 

 

“Whosoever” 

 

 

“For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, 

bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13 For ‘everyone who calls on the name of the 

Lord will be saved.’” (Rom. 10:12-13) 

 

 

 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 

not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16) 

 

 

 

The General Call & the Genuine Offer of the Gospel 

 

 

 

 


