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September 11, 2016 

  

“An Atonement That Saves (From Beginning to End)” 
 

Particular Redemption 

 

 

Intro 
 

• Drinking deeply from Grace… 

 

“The Reformation was a time when men went blind, staggering drunk because 

they had discovered, in the dusty basement of late medievalism, a whole cellar full 

of fifteen-hundred-year-old, two-hundred proof Grace – bottle after bottle of pure 

distillate of Scripture, one sip of which would convince anyone that God saves us 

single-handedly. The word of the Gospel–after all those centuries of trying to lift 

yourself into heaven by worrying about the perfection of your bootstraps–

suddenly turned out to be a flat announcement that the saved were home before 

they started.” –Robert Farrar Capon, Between Noon & Three: Romance, Law, & the 

Outrage of Grace, 114-115 

 

 

� The great “heresy” of the Reformation 

 

“Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine.” 

 

• Definite atonement / particular redemption:  

 

Jesus died with his people in mind—and when he died for them, he saved them.  

 

 

The Trinity’s Mission Accomplished  
 

• The Father’s elective purpose to save a particular people:  

 

“…even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world” (Eph. 1:4) 
 

“…the book of life of the Lamb who was slain before the foundation of the world” 

 (Rev. 13:8) 
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“In the mind of the eternal Father, the Lamb without blemish had already been 

sacrificed when he chose the heirs of redemption and placed them in Christ for 

eternity. Election signed the death warrant of Jesus Christ.”  

–Michael Horton, Putting Amazing Back Into Grace, 112 

 

• Did Jesus die to save the people the Father had chosen, or did he die intending to 

save every person who has ever lived, whether or not they are his people?  

 

• Is there any conflict between the saving intent of the Father and the saving intent 

of the Son? 

 

“All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast 

out. 38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who 

sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose none of all that he 

has given me, but raise them up on the last day.” (John 6:37-39) 

 

 

Jesus Saves a Particular People 
 

� The Golden Chain of Redemption  
 

“For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his 

Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he 

predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he 

justified he also glorified. 31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who 

can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how 

will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge 

against God's elect?”  (Romans 8:29-33) 

 

“For these people, Paul says, the death of Christ is the unshakable, absolutely 

certain guarantee that they will receive all things with him. This is the wonderful 

logic of Romans 8:32. But what becomes of this logic if God gave his Son in this 

way for thousands who do not receive all things, but in fact perish? The logic is 

destroyed. It becomes: ‘If God did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for all 

people in the world, then, since many of them are lost, it is not true that they will 

most certainly receive all things with him.’ That is not the point of the verse. It 

says, Because of God’s giving the Son for his people, those people—foreknown and 

predestined from the foundation of the world—will receive everything God has to 

give. Therefore, the design of God in giving the Son is not only a general offer to 

the whole world, but a rock solid securing of infinite riches for his people.”  

–John Piper, Five Points Toward a Deeper Experience of God’s Grace, 51 
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• Union with Christ: When Christ died, we were there. We were in him.  

 

“I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And 

the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 

himself for me.” (Gal. 2:20) 

 

 

The Nature of Substitution 
 

• A real exchange took place. Jesus stood in the place of a particular people.  
 

“In my place condemned he stood!” 

 

“For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become 

the righteousness of God.” (2 Cor. 5:21) 

 

“Moreover, any who take this position must redefine substitution in imprecise 

terms, if indeed they do not drop the term altogether, for they are committing 

themselves to deny that Christ’s vicarious sacrifice ensures anyone’s salvation. 

Also, they have to give up Toplady’s position—‘Payment God cannot twice 

demand, First from my bleeding surety’s hand, And then again from mine’—for it 

is of the essence of their view that some whose sins Christ bore, with saving 

intent, will ultimately pay the penalty for those same sins in their own persons. So 

it seems that if we are going to affirm penal substitution for all without exception, 

we must either infer universal salvation or else, to evade this inference, deny the 

saving efficacy of the substitution for anyone; and if we are going to affirm penal 

substitution as an effective saving act of God, we must either infer universal 

salvation or else, to evade this inference, restrict the scope of the substitution, 

making it a substitution for some, not all.” –J.I. Packer, “What Did the Cross 

Achieve?: The Logic of Penal Substitution, In My Place Condemned He Stood, 91 

 

� John Owen’s “double payment” argument  

 

“If [Jesus died for the sins of every person], why, then, are not all freed from the 

punishment of all their sins? You will say, ‘Because of their unbelief; they will not 

believe.’ But this unbelief, is it a sin, or not? If not, why should they be punished 

for it? If it be, then Christ underwent the punishment due to it, or [he did] not. If 

so, then why must that hinder them more than their other sins for which he died? 

…If he did not, then he did not die for all their sins. Let them choose which part 

they will” –John Owen, The Death of Death in the Death of Christ, 61-62 
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For Whom Did Jesus Die?  
 

o Jesus is the good Shepherd who laid down his life for his sheep (John 10:11). 

 

o Jesus is the groom who gave himself up for his bride (Ephesians 5:25). 

 

o Jesus laid down his life for his friends (John 15:13). 

 

o Jesus died “to purify for himself a people that are his very own” (Titus 2:14)  

 

“Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your 

blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, 

10 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the 

earth.” (Revelation 5:9-10) 

 

 

What about “the world”? 
 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16) 

 

A “ransom for all”? 
 

“For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 

Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper 

time. 7 For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am 

not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.” (1 Timothy 2:5-7) 

 

 

The Atonement is Really Effective!  
 

The argument of the book of Hebrews… 

 

• What makes Jesus’ atonement unique is that it actually saves. Unlike the 

sacrifices of the Old Covenant, it actually takes away sins. In Jesus, we have a 

sufficient sacrifice and a perfect priesthood. 
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• Jesus makes propitiation (satisfies God’s wrath) for a particular people: 

 

“For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons 

to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11 For he 

who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one source. That is why he is not 

ashamed to call them brothers, 12 saying, ‘I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the 

midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.’ 13 And again… ‘Behold, I and the 

children God has given me.’ 14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he 

himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one 

who has the power of death… 16 For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the 

offspring of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, 

so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make 

propitiation for the sins of the people.” (Hebrews 2:10-17)  

 

 

• Jesus saves to the uttermost (redeems and intercedes for) a particular people: 

 

“Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through 

him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.” (Hebrews 7:25) 

 

“I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have 

given me, for they are yours. …19 And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they 

also may be sanctified in truth.” (John 17:9, 19) 

 

 

• Jesus accomplishes a perfect atonement for a particular people: 

 

“He entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves 

but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. …So Christ, having 

been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin 

but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.” (Hebrews 9:12, 28) 

 

“And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which 

can never take away sins. 12 But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for 

sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 13 waiting from that time until his enemies 

should be made a footstool for his feet. 14 For by a single offering he has perfected for all 

time those who are being sanctified.” (Hebrews 10:11-14) 
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“Limited” Atonement? 

 

“We are often told that we limit the atonement of Christ, because we say that 

Christ has not made satisfaction for all men, or all men would be saved. Now, our 

reply to this is that, on the other hand, our opponents limit it, we do not. The 

Arminians say, Christ died for all men. Ask them what they mean by it. Did Christ 

die so as to secure the salvation of all men? They say, ‘No, certainly not.’ We ask 

them the next question—Did Christ die so as to secure the salvation of any man in 

particular? They say, ‘No.’ They are obliged to admit this if they are consistent. 

They say, ‘No; Christ has died so that any man may be saved if’—and then follow 

certain conditions of salvation. We say then, we will just go back to the old 

statement—Christ did not die so as beyond a doubt to secure the salvation of 

anybody, did He? You must say ‘No;’ you are obliged to say so, for you believe that 

even after a man has been pardoned, he may yet fall from grace and perish. Now, 

who is it that limits the death of Christ? Why you… We say Christ so died that He 

infallibly secured the salvation of a multitude that no man can number, who 

through Christ’s death not only may be saved, but are saved, must be saved, and 

cannot by any possibility run the hazard of being anything but saved. You are 

welcome to your atonement; you may keep it. We will never renounce ours for the 

sake of it.” –Charles Spurgeon, Sermon 181, New York Street Pulpit, IV, 135 

 
� A narrow but complete bridge vs. a wide but partial bridge 

 

 

Faith is a Purchased Benefit  
 

“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 

God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

• Jesus’ death purchased for us not only our forgiveness of sin but our necessary 

response (faith and repentance) to receive that forgiveness.  

 

“Faith is itself among the principle effects and fruits of the death of Christ. …Christ 

died for us that we might believe.”  

–John Owen, The Death of Death in the Death of Christ, 123 

 

 



Lakeview Christian Center       School of the Word 

Grace That Saves (From Beginning to End)      Evan May 

 

7 

 

 

“The new birth is blood-bought. The effectual call is blood-bought. The gift of 

repentance is blood-bought. None of these acts of irresistible grace is deserved. 

They came to us because Christ secured them by his blood and righteousness. But 

that means, he did not secure them for all in the same way. Otherwise all would be 

born again, and all would be effectually called, and all would receive the gift of 

repentance.”  

–John Piper, Five Points Toward a Deeper Experience of God’s Grace, 39 

 

 

 


