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May 29, 2016 

  

“Is Islam a Religion of Peace?” 
 

Understanding Sharia and Jihad 

 

 

 

“Islam” = “Peace”? 

 

• The word Islam means “submission.” Aslim taslam = “If you surrender and become 

Muslim, you will have safety.” 

 

 

• The reality is: most Muslims are peaceful.  

 

“There is no compulsion in religion” (Surah 2:256)  

 

“To kill one man is like killing all of mankind” (5:32)  

 

 

“On one end of the spectrum, many assume that if the Quran teaches something 

then all Muslims believe it. That is false. Many Muslims have not heard of a 

given teaching, some might interpret it differently, and others may frankly do 

their best to ignore it. …On the other end of the spectrum, criticism of Islam is 

often taken to be criticism of Muslims. That is equally false.”  

–Nabeel Qureshi, Answering Jihad: A Better Way Forward, 27 

 

 

Understanding Sharia  
 

• Sharia is the code of conduct for Muslims.  

 

 

• Sharia is not one document but the process of Islamic jurisprudence drawing from 

the sources of the Qur’an, the sayings of Muhammad, and the consensus of Islamic 

scholars. 
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“To assume that Muslims must live a certain way because the Quran or hadith 

command it misses a crucial step in the Islamic worldview, the distillation of 

Sharia through Muslim authorities.” 

 –Nabeel Qureshi, Answering Jihad: A Better Way Forward, 59 

 

� Sharia law courts in Great Britain & Sharia precedent in U.S. 

 

 

• Concerning elements in the standard interpretations of Sharia: 

 

o Treatment of women 

 

 

o Unjust criminal sanctions 

 

“As for the male thief and the female thief, cut off their hands as a recompense for 

what they have earned, as an exemplary punishment from God.” (5:38) 

 

 

o Apostasy as a capital offfense 

 

 

 

Understanding Jihad 

 

• Jihad = “to strive, to struggle.” Jihad is an obligation for every Muslim. 

 

“Fighting is prescribed for you, and yet you dislike it. But is it possible that you dislike a 

thing which is good for you?” (2:216) 

 

• Different interpretations of Jihad… 

 

 

• The world divided into two spheres: 

o al-Jahilyyah (the way of ignorance) 

o al-Islam (the way of submission) 
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• The goal of Jihad is to expand dar al-Islam.  

 

“O Prophet! Strive against the disbelievers and the hypocrites! Be harsh with them. Their 

ultimate abode is hell, a hapless journey’s end.” (9:73) 

 

“I have been ordered by Allah to fight against the people until they testify that none has 

the right to be worshiped but Allah and that Muhammad is Allah’s Messenger… Only then 

will they save their lives and property from me.” (Sahih Al-Bukhari 1:2:25) 

 

 

Doctrine of Abrogation  

 

• Later revelation can abrogate earlier revelation.  

 

“Whatever verse we shall abrogate, or cause [you] to forget, we will bring a better than 

it, or one like unto it.” (2:10) 

 

“When We substitute one revelation for another—and God knows best what He reveals 

(in stages)—they say, “You are but a forger”; but most of them understand not.” 

(16:101) 

 

Surah 5, 9 (later Surahs that abrogate previous peaceful verses of the Qur’an) 

 

 

Three Stages of Jihad 

 

Stage 1: When Muslims are a minority in society and could not win a confrontation 

with unbelievers, they are to live in peace with non-Muslims.  

 

Stage 2: When there are enough Muslims to defend the Islamic community, they are 

to engage in defensive Jihad.  

 

“Permission (to fight) is given to those upon whom war is made because they are 

oppressed, and most surely Allah is well able to assist them; Those who have been 

expelled from their homes without a just cause except that they say: our Lord is Allah” 

(22:39-40) 

 

Stage 3: When Muslims establish a majority and achieve power, they are to engage 

in offensive Jihad.  
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Objects of Jihad 

 

Jihad against Idolaters: 

 

“Give the disbelievers glad tidings of painful punishment. …Slay the idolaters wherever you 

find them, capture them, besiege them, and lie in wait for them at every place of ambush. 

But if they repent, and perform the prayer and give the alms, then let them go their way. 

Truly Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.” (9:4-5) 

 

• Dying in Jihad guarantees salvation: 

 

“Truly God has purchased from the believers their souls and their wealth in exchange for the 

Paradise being theirs. They fight in the way of God, slaying and being slain.” (9:111) 

 

“The person who participates in (Holy battles) in Allah’s cause …will be recompensed by 

Allah either with a reward, or booty (if he survives) or will be admitted to paradise (if he is 

killed in the battle as a martyr). Had I not found it difficult for my followers, then I would 

not remain behind any sariya going for Jihad and I would have loved to be martyred in 

Allah’s cause and then made alive, and then martyred and then made alive, and then again 

martyred in his cause” (Sahih Al-Bukhari 1:2:35) 

 

 

Jihad against People of the Book: 

 

“O you who believe! Take not Jews and Christians as allies. They are the allies of one 

another. And whosoever takes them as allies, surely he is of them.” (5:51) 

 

“Fight those who believe not in God and in the Last Day, and who do not forbid what God 

and His Messenger have forbidden, and who follow not the Religion of Truth among those 

who were given the Book, till they pay the jizyah with a willing hand, being humbled. The 

Jews say that Ezra is the son of God, and the Christians say that the Messiah is the son of 

God. Those are words from their mouths. They resemble to the words of those who 

disbelieved before. May God destroy them! How they are perverted!” (9:29-30) 

 

� Jizyah & Dhimmi status 

 

 

“I will expel the Jews and Christians from the Arabian Peninsula and will not leave any but 

Muslim.” (Sahih Al-Muslim, 4366) 
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Jihad against Muslims? 

 

• There’s a category in Islam for someone who claims to be a Muslim but is not a 

true Muslim (accusation of takfir). 

 

“The (true) believers are those only who believe in Allah and his messenger and afterward 

doubt not, but strive with their wealth and their lives for the cause of Allah. Such are the 

sincere” (49:15) 

 

 

 

Violence in Early Islam 

 

• Since Muhammad is the highest moral example for Muslims (33:21), it’s important 

to recognize how Muslims throughout the centuries have understood 

Muhammad’s actions.  

 

� The Truth About Muhammad: Founder of the World’s Most Intolerant Religion 

by Robert Spencer 

 

 

• Early Meccan Period.  

 

o Muslims in the minority.  

 

o “Meccan Surahs” 

 

 

• Medinan Period.  

 

o A.D. 622 – Muhammad’s Hijra 

 

o Muslims grew in number and power and began to raid Meccan caravans. 

 

 

• Controversial raid during a holy month: Nakhla raid 
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“They ask you about fighting in the holy months. Tell them, ‘Fighting in the holy months is 

a great sin, but a greater sin is to prevent mankind from following the way of Allah, to 

disbelieve in him.’” (2:217) 

 

 

• First major battle: Battle of Badr. 

 

“O Prophet, rouse the believers to fight. If there are twenty patient men among you, they 

will overcome two hundred. And if there are one hundred with you, they will overcome a 

thousand disbelievers because they are a people who do not understand.” (8:65)  

 

 

• Slaughter of Medinan Jews; Muhammad’s vindictiveness.  

 

 

� “Muhammad’s Dead Poets Society” 

 

 

• March on Mecca with 10,000 soldiers.  

 

 

• “The Golden Age of Islam.” 

 

 

 

What Should We Do with this Information? 

 

• Designed to enable us to understand.  

 

 

 

 

• Designed to enable us to engage.  
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RESOURCES  

 

� Answering Jihad: A Better Way Forward by Nabeel Qureshi 

� The Truth About Muhammad: Founder of the World’s Most Intolerant Religion  

by Robert Spencer 

� God’s Battalions: The Case for the Crusades by Rodney Stark  

� “Understanding Jihad in Muslim Thought and Developing a Christian Response” by 

N.S.R.K. Ravi 

� “The Quran’s Deadly Role in Inspiring Belgian Slaughter” by Nabeel Qureshi 

�  “How Does Jihad Compare with Old Testament Warfare?” by Nabeel Qureshi 

 

 

 


