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May 22, 2016 

  

“What Does the Qur’an Teach?” 
 

What Christians Should Know About Islam’s Holy Book 

 

 
 

Interacting with the Qur’an  
 

• 114 Chapters 

o Surah = Chapter 

o Ayah = Verse 

o Juz’ = Daily reading for Ramadan  

 

 

• Muslims see the Qur’an as Allah’s eternal uncreated speech in Arabic.  

 

 

• Translations of the Qur’an (“Transliterations of the meanings”): 

o The Holy Qur’an: Translation and Commentary by Yusuf Ali (1934)  

o Interpretation of the Meanings of the Noble Qur’an pub. by Darussalam (1999)  

o The Study Quran: A New Translation and Commentary ed. by Seyyed Hossein Nasr 

(2015) 

 

 

• Muslim doctrine of Inspiration: Dictation. There is no mortal speech in the Qur’an, 

and no human context.  

 

� Zaynab, wife of Zayd bin Muhammad 

 

 

“So when Zayd had accomplished of her what he would, We gave her to you in marriage 

so that [henceforth] there may be no sin for believers in respect of wives of their adopted 

sons, when the latter have accomplished of them what they would. The commandment of 

Allah must be fulfilled. There is no reproach for the Prophet in what Allah has made his 

due.” (Surah 33:37-38) 
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“Is this not a clear example of the problem with the orthodox view of the 

Qur’an’s nature? Muhammad suddenly goes into some kind of faint and, when 

he recovers, announces that adoption is undone and Zaynab is his wife—this 

was inscribed in eternity past upon a tablet in Arabic? It seems that even Aisha, 

his favorite (but who clearly experienced much jealously toward his other 

wives), recognized an issue, for she is recorded to have said, ‘I feel that your 

Lord hastens in fulfilling your wishes and desires.’ Certainly this must give one 

pause in weighing the claims of the Qur’an to status as a divine revelation.”  

–James White, What Every Christian Needs to Know About the Qur’an, 45 

 
 

The Qur’an’s Relationship with the Bible 

 

• Previous Scriptures: God revealed himself in the Taurat (Law) and in the Injil 

(Gospel), but these have since been corrupted.  

 

 

• The Qur’an addresses the “People of the Book” (Ahl al-Kitab): 

 

“O Muslims! Do not argue with the People of the Book except in the best of ways, save with 

such of them who are unjust; and say: ‘We believe in that which has been sent down to us 

and that which has been down to you; our God and your God is one, and to Him we 

surrender.” (29:46) 

 

 

“O People of the Book! Why do you confound the truth with falsehood, and knowingly 

conceal the truth?” (3:71) 

 

 

Qur’anic Texts on Christian Beliefs  

 

 

The Trinity  

 

• Muslims see the Trinity as violating the doctrine of Tawhid (oneness of 

God). 
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“Say not ‘Three’!” 

 

“They have disbelieved who say: ‘Allah is the Messiah, the Son of Mary.’ The Messiah 

(himself) said: ‘O Children of Israel, worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord. 

Whoever ascribes partners to Allah, for him Allah has forbidden Paradise. His 

abode is the Fire. For the unjust there will be no helpers.’ They have disbelieved 

who say: ‘Allah is the third of three,’ when there is no god save One God. If they 

cease not what they say, a painful torment will fall upon those of them who 

disbelieve.” (5:72-73) 

 

 

“O People of the Book! Commit no excess in your religion, nor say anything but the 

truth about Allah. The Messiah, Jesus son of Mary, was only a Messenger of Allah, 

and His word which He conveyed to Mary, and a spirit from Him. So believe in Allah 

and His Messengers, and say not ‘three.’ Cease, [it is] better for you! Allah is only 

One God. Far is it removed from His transcendence that he should have a son, when 

His is all that the heavens and all that the earth contain.” (4:171) 

 

 

Sonship in the Qur’an 

 

“The Originator of the heavens and the earth! How can He have a child, when there 

is for Him no consort, when He created all things and has knowledge of all things?” 

(6:101) 

 

 

Trinity: Allah, Mary, & Jesus?? 

 

“The Messiah son of Mary was none other than a Messenger, before whom 

Messengers had passed away. And his mother was a saintly woman. They both used 

to eat food. See how We make the signs clear for them; then see how they follow 

falsehood.” (5:75) 

 

 

“And when Allah said: ‘O Jesus son of Mary! Did you say to mankind: ‘Take me and 

my mother for two gods other than Allah?’ He said:  ‘Transcendent are You! It was 

not mine to say that of which I had no right. In saying it, then You knew it. You 

know what is in my self, but I know not what is in Your self.” (5:116) 
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Person & Work of Jesus  

 

Deity of Jesus 

 

 

Life of Jesus 

 

 

Death of Jesus 

 

 “And because of their saying: ‘We slew the Messiah, Jesus son of Mary, Allah’s 

Messenger.’ They slew him not, nor crucified him, but it appeared so to them. …But 

Allah raised him up to Himself.” (4:157-158) 

 

 

Resurrection of Jesus 

 

 

Salvation  

 

“And We set up a just balance [scales] for the Day of Resurrection. Thus, no soul will be 

treated unjustly. Even though it be the weight of a mustard seed, We shall bring it fort 

to be weighted; and Our reckoning will suffice.” (21:47)  

 

 

 

Muhammad in the Bible? 

 

“And [remember] Jesus, son of Mary, who said: ‘O Children of Israel; I am the messenger 

of Allah to you, confirming that which was before me in the Torah and bringing good 

news of a messenger who will come after me, whose name is Ahmad.’” (61:6) 

 

Deuteronomy 18 

 

 

John 14-16 
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Is the God of the Qur’an the God of the Bible? 

 

• “Do Muslims and Christians worship the same God?”  

 

“same God” 

 

 

“One immediate pitfall is the ambiguity in the word ‘same’. If someone says 

‘John and Julie have the same phone,’ that’s a different kind of statement than 

‘John and Julie have the same father.’ There are two phones, but only one father! 

Now consider this statement: ‘John and Julie read the same book.’ How many 

books were there? So the basic problem is this: the question ‘Do Christians and 

Muslims worship the same God?’ is ambiguous as it stands, and thus susceptible 

to different answers depending on exactly how one interprets the question.”  

–James Anderson, “The Same God? A Plea for Precision”  (Dec. 19, 2015) 

 

 

“worship” 

 

“You know neither me nor my Father. If you knew me, you would know my Father also.” 

(John 8:19) 

 

“No one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the Father 

also.” (1 John 2:23) 

 

“While the referent God may be similar, it cannot be seriously maintained that 

Muslims and Christians worship the same God. The believing and practicing 

Muslim would never say Allah could possibly be triune, nor would the believing 

and practicing Christian deny that God has specially, amazingly, and finally 

revealed Himself in Jesus Christ. …To deny the witness of the incarnation and 

the resurrection is to deny the entirety of the Christian faith. For this reason we 

maintain, together with the thoughtful Muslim, that if worship is an act of truth, 

then Muslims and Christians are not worshipping the same object.”  

–James White, What Every Christian Needs to Know About the Qur’an, 72 
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The Preservation of the Qur’an? 

 

Oral Transmission 

 

 

 

Missing Qur’an 

 

• Death of huffaz (people who had memorized large portions of the Qur’an) at the 

Battle of Yamama.  

 

 

• Abu Bakr commissioned Zaid bin Thabit to collect the Qur’an in written form.  

 

 

• Uthman’s revision & Ibn Masud’s Qur’an. 

 

 

• Ibn Umar: “Let none of you say, ‘I have learned the whole of the Qur’an,’ for how 

does he know the whole of it, when much of it has disappeared?’”  

 

 
 

 

RESOURCES  

 

� What Every Christian Needs to Know About the Qur’an by James White  

�  “The Same God? A Plea for Precision”  by James Anderson 

� “Has the Qur’an Been Perfectly Preserved?” by David Wood 

� www.Answering Muslims.com 

� www.Answering-Islam.org 

� www.aomin.org 

 


