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April 19, 2015 

  

“Is God a Moral Monster?” 

 

 

 

Intro 
 

• The worldview of Naturalism denies the doctrines of Creation and the Fall, but it 

leaves itself with no resources to explain why life feels the way it does.  

 

 

 

The Problem of Evil 
 

 

Taking evil seriously 

 

• Evil resists quick and easy answers.  

 

“People talk sometimes of bestial cruelty, but that's a great injustice and insult to 

the beasts; a beast can never be so cruel as a man, so artistically cruel. …I've 

collected a great, great deal about Russian children, Alyosha. There was a little girl 

of five who was hated by her father and mother. …This poor child of five was 

subjected to every possible torture by those cultivated parents. They beat her, 

thrashed her, kicked her for no reason till her body was one bruise. Then they 

went to greater refinements of cruelty—shut her up all night in the cold and frost 

in a privy, and because she didn't ask to be taken up at night… They smeared her 

face and filled her mouth with excrement, and it was her mother, her mother did 

this. And that mother could sleep, hearing the poor child's groans! Can you 

understand why a little creature, who can't even understand what's done to her, 

should beat her little aching heart with her tiny fist in the dark and the cold, and 

weep her meek unresentful tears to dear, kind God to protect her? …Do you 

understand why this infamy must be and is permitted? …Why, the whole world of 

knowledge is not worth that child's prayer to dear, kind God'!”   

–Ivan in Fyodor Dostoevsky, The Brothers Karamazov, Book V, Ch. 4 
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Using evil to disprove God’s existence  

 
 

� Old Atheism vs. New Atheism 

 

 

Logical Argument from Evil  

 

• The idea of an omnipotent, omniscient, and good God is incoherent given the 

reality of evil in the world. 

 

“Is [God] willing to prevent evil, but not able? Then he is impotent. Is he able, 

but not willing? Then he is malevolent. Is he both able and willing? Whence then 

is evil?” –David Hume, Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion, 88. 

 

 

 “No one, I think, has succeeded in establishing such an extravagant claim.”  

–William Rowe, “The Problem of Evil and Some Varieties of Atheism,”126 fn. 1 

 

 “I agree with most philosophers of religion that theists face no serious logical 

problem of evil.” –Paul Draper, “Pain and Pleasure: An Evidential Problem for 

Theists,” Nous, 23, 349. 

 

• Alvin Plantinga points out that there is actually no explicit contradiction 

between these two claims:  
 

1. God is omniscient, omnipotent, and good. 

2. Evil exists. 

 

• Adding a third premise alleviates the tension: 
 

3. God has a morally sufficient reason for evil’s present existence.  

 

 

Evidential Argument from Evil  

 

• God’s existence is improbable due to all the unnecessary evil in the world. 
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Evil is a problem… for atheism 

 

 

No objective moral values 

 

Justin Brierley: “When you make a value judgment, don’t you immediately step 

yourself outside of this evolutionary process and say that the reason this is good is 

that’s good?” 

Richard Dawkins: “My value judgment itself could come from my evolutionary 

past.” 

Brierley: “So therefore it’s just as random in a sense as any product of evolution. 

…Ultimately, your belief that rape is wrong is as arbitrary as the fact that we’ve 

evolved five fingers rather than six.” 

Dawkins: “You could say that, yeah.” 

 

 

• C.S. Lewis:   On naturalism, “I ought” = “I itch” 

 

 

• Why are human beings morally valuable? 

 

“I’m insignificant. ...I am just another speck of sand. And the earth really in the 

cosmic scheme of things is another speck. And the sun an unremarkable star. 

...And the galaxy is a speck. I’m a speck on a speck orbiting a speck among other 

specks among still other specks in the middle of specklessness. I suck.” –Bill Nye 

 

� “Waiting for Godot” by Samuel Becket 

 

 

No objective moral duties 

 

� The maxim of Ivan Karamazov 

 

“The concept of moral obligation is unintelligible apart from the idea of God. The 

words remain but their meaning is gone.”  

–Richard Taylor, Ethics, Faith, and Reason, 84 
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But there is a right and wrong! 

 

• Atheists can’t help but make moral judgments because they are made in the 

image of God.  

 

 

“My argument against God was that the universe seemed so cruel and unjust. 

But how had I got this idea of just and unjust? A man does not call a line crooked 

unless he has some idea of a straight line. What was I comparing this universe 

with when I called it unjust?”                              –C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, 39 

 

 

Solving the problem of evil where it matters most 

 

• There is a resolution to the Christian storyline.  

 

 

• We are the problem of evil.  

 

� Chesterton’s reply to the London Times 

 

 

• “The Crucified God” 

 

� Elie Wisel’s Night 

 

 

 

The Problem of Apparently Immoral Commands 
 

• Shifting the emphasis to the evil of religion and God himself.  

 

“The Bible may, indeed does, contain a warrant for trafficking in humans, for 

ethnic cleansing, for slavery, for bride-price, and for indiscriminate massacre, 

but we are not bound by any of it because it was put together by crude, 

uncultured human animals.”  

–Christopher Hitchens, God is Not Great: How Religion Poisons Everything, 5 
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“God commanded genocide.” 

 

 

“In the cities of these peoples that the Lord your God is giving you for an inheritance, 

you shall save alive nothing that breathes, 17 but you shall devote them to complete 

destruction, the Hittites and the Amorites, the Canaanites and the Perizzites, the Hivites 

and the Jebusites, as the Lord your God has commanded.” (Deut. 20:16-17) 

 

 

• Genocide is the unjust killing of an entire ethnic group.  

 

 

Justice, not injustice  

 

• God is the standard of justice, and he always acts consistently with his own 

righteous nature.  

 

 

• Biblical convictions: 
 

o Life is a gift from God. 

o Death is the wages of sin. 

o God is the possessor of the earth.  

 

 

Capital punishment, not ethnic cleansing 

 

• The Canaanites were not killed because of their skin but their sin.  

 

“When you come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you, you shall not learn 

to follow the abominable practices of those nations. 10 There shall not be found among 

you anyone who burns his son or his daughter as an offering, anyone who practices 

divination or tells fortunes or interprets omens… 12 And because of these abominations 

the LORD your God is driving them out before you.” (Deut. 18:9-12).  

 

� “You become like what you worship” 
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“Not because of your righteousness or the uprightness of your heart are you going in to 

possess their land, but because of the wickedness of these nations the LORD your God is 

driving them out before you…” (Deut. 9:5) 

 

“But you shall keep my statutes and my rules and do none of these abominations, either 

the native or the stranger who sojourns among you 27 (for the people of the land, who 

were before you, did all of these abominations, so that the land became unclean), 28 lest 

the land vomit you out when you make it unclean, as it vomited out the nation that was 

before you.” (Lev.18:26-28) 

 

 

“The Israelites are to purge the land of anything that might cause them to sin 

against God. This, however, ought not to be interpreted as being directed only 

against the foreign nations living in Canaan; the same attitude was to be 

adopted toward fellow-Israelites (Deut. 13:1-18; 18:9-22; Exod. 22:20). …It is 

noteworthy that the book of Joshua gives special attention to those non-

Israelites who do not come under the herem. For assisting the Israelite spies to 

escape from Jericho, Rahab and her family are rescued when the city and its 

inhabitants are destroyed (Josh. 2:1-24; 6:25)… Interestingly, the book of Joshua 

contrasts the non-destruction of these groups with the destruction that befalls 

the Israelite family of Achan (Josh. 7:1-26). …We should not lose sight of the fact 

that the Israelites themselves eventually suffer a similar fate at the hands of the 

Assyrians and Babylonians. So Yahweh can hardly be accused of adopting 

double standards.” –T.D. Alexander, “Beyond Borders: The Wider Dimensions 

of Land,” in The Land of Promise, 47-48 

 

 

Evacuation, not extermination 

 

• The target of the occupation campaign doesn’t seem to be general non-

combatant cities but military and religious strongholds.   

 

 

• Interpreting Biblical language… 
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“The Bible promotes slavery.” 

 

• “Warrant for human trafficking and slavery”? 

 

“He who kidnaps a man, whether he sells him or he is found in his possession, shall surely 

be put to death” (Exod. 21:16) 

 

 

Regulating life in a fallen world  

 

• Important interpretive principles:  
 

o There’s a difference between what the Bible reports and what the Bible 

promotes.  

 

o There’s a difference between the conditions that the law addresses and what is 

God’s moral ideal.  

 

• Slavery in Egypt (and the antebellum South) was involuntary, it was racially 

based, and there was no easy way out of it. Slavery in Israel was voluntary, it 

was economically based, and it was for a limited duration.  
 

 

• The nature of debt-servitude… 

 

“If a stranger or sojourner with you becomes rich, and your brother beside him becomes 

poor and sells himself to the stranger or sojourner with you or to a member of the 

stranger's clan, 48 then after he is sold he may be redeemed. One of his brothers may 

redeem him, 49 or his uncle or his cousin may redeem him, or a close relative from his 

clan may redeem him. Or if he grows rich he may redeem himself.” (Lev. 25:47-49) 

 

 

The Gospel’s gradual effect on society  

 

 

 

Recommended Resource: 

Is God a Moral Monster? Making Sense of the Old Testament God by Paul Copan 


