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April 12, 2015 

  

“Is the Bible Unreliable?” 

 

 

 

Intro 
 

• Worldview: Everyone has a basic storyline or view of the world that allows life to 

make sense and be worth living. 
 

� Are we on Earth or Mars? 

 

 

• Christianity is a revealed religion. We enter the cultural conversation with the 

conviction that God has spoken to these issues. 
 

� “Hath God said?” 

 

 

 

How do we know the Bible we have is what was written? 
 

 

“No television preacher has ever read the Bible. Neither has any evangelical 

politician. Neither has the pope. Neither have I. And neither have you. At best, we’ve 

all read a bad translation—a translation of translations of translations of hand-

copied copies of copies of copies of copies, and on and on, hundreds of times.”  

–Kurt Eichenwald, “The Bible: So Misunderstood It’s a Sin,” Newsweek (Dec. 2014) 

 

 

Translation of Scripture 
 

� The telephone game? 
  



Lakeview Christian Center       School of the Word 

Faith in “A World Without God”       Evan May 

 

6 

 

 

Transmission of Scripture 

 

“It is one thing to say that the originals were inspired, but the reality is that we 

don't have the originals—so saying they were inspired doesn't help me much, 

unless I can reconstruct the originals. …Not only do we not have the originals, we 

don’t have the first copies of the originals. We don't even have copies of the 

copies of the originals, or copies of the copies of the copies of the originals. What 

we have are copies made later—much later. …And these copies all differ from 

one another, in many thousands of places. …Possibly it is easiest to put it in 

comparative terms: there are more differences among our manuscripts than 

there are words in the New Testament.” –Bart Ehrman, Misquoting Jesus: The 

Story Behind Who Changed the Bible and Why, 10 

 

• What’s important isn’t whether the paper was preserved, but whether we still 

have the words that were written upon it. 
 

� “An embarrassment of riches” 

 

 

“If all other sources for our knowledge of the text of the New Testament were 

destroyed, the quotations from the early fathers would be sufficient alone for the 

reconstruction of practically the entire New Testament.”  

–Bruce Metzger, The Text of the New Testament, 86 

 

• Dealing with textual variants (differences among the manuscripts). 

 

� Neither viable nor meaningful 

� Viable but not meaningful 

� Meaningful but not viable 

� Both meaningful and viable  
 

 

• No theological point or central Christian doctrine is affected by the variants. 

 

Q. “Why do you believe these core tenets of Christian orthodoxy to be in 

jeopardy based on the scribal errors you discovered in the biblical manuscripts?”  

A. “Essential Christian beliefs are not affected by textual variants in the 

manuscript tradition of the New Testament.”  

–Bart Ehrman, Misquoting Jesus, appendix 
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Canon of Scripture 

 

• If God exists and intends to reveal himself, then he’s certainly able to 

communicate clearly to his people.  

 

Myth 1: “There was no New Testament canon until 400 years after the books were 

written.”  

 

“About 400 years passed between the writing of the first Christian manuscripts 

and their compilation into the New Testament.” –Kurt Eichenwald  

 

 

Myth 2: “Constantine influenced what books made it into the Bible.”  

 

“In the early 300s, Emperor Constantine of Rome declared he had become a 

follower of Jesus, ended his empire’s persecution of Christians and set out to 

reconcile the disputes among the sects. …Yet he also changed the course of 

Christian history, ultimately influencing which books made it into the New 

Testament.” –Kurt Eichenwald 

 

 

Myth 3: “The four Gospels were just a handful among many contenders, such as the 

Gospel of Judas or the Gospel of Thomas.”  

 

“The reason, in large part, was that there were no universally accepted 

manuscripts that set out what it meant to be a Christian, so most sects had their 

own gospels. There was the Gospel of Mary Magdalene, the Gospel of Simon Peter, 

the Gospel of Philip and the Gospel of Barnabas.” –Kurt Eichenwald 

 

 

“Simon Peter said to him, ‘Let Mary leave us, for women are not worthy of life.’ 

Jesus said, ‘I myself shall lead her in order to make her male, so that she too may 

become a living spirit resembling you males. For every woman who will make 

herself male will enter the kingdom of heaven.’” (Gospel of Thomas, v. 114) 
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How do we know that what was written really happened? 
 

 

Historical Credibility of the Gospels  

 

• Gospels: genre of ancient biographies.  

 

 

• The role of eyewitness testimony.  

 

 

• The criterion of embarrassment.  

 

• Detailed awareness of geography, culture, & politics of Palestine. 

 

 

 

Historical Jesus vs. “Jesus Mythicism”  

 

• Is Jesus just a recycled myth? 
 

 

� Zeus, Mithras, Dionysius, Osiris, Isis, Horus, Krishna, etc. 

 

 

The parallels aren’t really parallels  

 

 

 

 

The theory is utterly implausible 
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How do we know it’s true? 
 

 

The Self-Authenticating Word of God 

 

• I accept the Bible as God’s Word on the basis of the authority of God, confirmed 

to me by the witness of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

• All worldviews are broadly circular when it comes to their ultimate authorities. 

 

 

“When God made a promise to Abraham, since he had no one greater by whom to 

swear, he swore by himself” (Heb. 6:13) 

 

 

“We are convinced of the Bible’s claims to be God’s Words as we read the Bible. 

It is one thing to affirm that the Bible claims to be the words of God. It is another 

thing to be convinced that those claims are true. Our ultimate conviction that 

the words of the Bible are God’s words comes only when the Holy Spirit speaks 

in and through the words of the Bible to our hearts and gives us an inner 

assurance that these are the words of our Creator speaking to us.”  

–Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, 77 

 

 

The Authority of the Risen Jesus 

 

• I trust the Bible because I trust Jesus, and he trusted the Bible.  

 

 

• The uncontested facts surrounding the death and resurrection of Jesus… 

 

 

“It may be taken as historically certain that Peter and the disciples had 

experiences after Jesus’ death in which Jesus appeared to them as the risen 

Christ.” –Gerd Lüdemann, What Really Happened to Jesus? A Historical Approach 

to the Resurrection, 80  
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The Unified Storyline of Scripture 

 

• To read the Bible is to encounter a story that explains life. 

 
 

� The psychological realism of Scripture 

 

 

 

• The Bible is 66 books, written by about 40 authors, on three different continents, 

over 1600 years, with one unified message. 

 

 

 

• The unity of Scripture reflects its divine authorship, and this is displayed most 

prominently in fulfilled prophecy. 

 
 

� Westmont University probability study 

 

 

 

• Want to keep your faith in the Bible as God’s Word? Read the Bible! 
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RESOURCES 

 

 

Books: 

� The New Testament Documents: Are They Reliable? by F.F. Bruce 

� In Defense of the Bible: A Comprehensive Apologetic for the Authority of Scripture by 

Steven Cowan & Terry Wilder 

� Reinventing Jesus: How Contemporary Skeptics Miss the Real Jesus and Mislead Popular 

Culture by J. Ed Komoszewski, M. James Sawyer, & Daniel Wallace 

 

 

Articles: 

� “Jesus of Nazareth: How Historians Can Know Him and Why It Matters” by Craig 

Blomberg 

� “Why I Believe the New Testament is Historically Reliable” by Gary Habermas 

� “Parallelomania: Supposed Links Between Christianity and Pagan Religions” by J. Ed 

Komoszewski 


