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Keeping Faith in “A World Without God” 
 

 

 

Intro 
 

• “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” 

 

 

• Our culture offers an alternative explanation for the world—a wholescale 

reinterpretation of reality.  

 

“The cosmos is all that is or ever was or ever will be.” –Carl Sagan 

 

 

• The worldview of Naturalism.  

 

 

 

Surveying the Landscape of Unbelief 
 

 

Secular Culture 
 

• Something has shifted in the attitude of our nation toward Christianity and 

religion in general.  

 

� Indiana’s RFRA 
 

 

• The Three Stages of Secularization (from A Secular Age by Charles Taylor): 

o Stage 1: impossible not to believe 

o Stage 2: possible not to believe 

o Stage 3: impossible to believe 
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Atheism on the offense  
 

� WikiHow article: “How to Persuade a Christian to Become an Atheist” 

 
 

The New Atheists 
 

• Four Horseman of the New Atheist Apocalypse: Richard Dawkins, Sam Harris, 

Christopher Hitchens, & Daniel Dennett.  

 

“The New Atheism is not just a reassertion of atheism. It is a movement that 

represents a far greater public challenge to Christianity than that posed by the 

atheistic movements of previous times. Furthermore, the New Atheism is not just 

another example of marketing an idea in the postmodern age. The New Atheists 

are, in their own way, evangelistic in intent and ambitious in hope. They see 

atheism as the only plausible worldview for our times, and they see belief in God 

as downright dangerous—an artifact of the past that we can no longer afford to 

tolerate, much less encourage.”  

–Albert Mohler, Atheism Remix: A Christian Confronts the New Atheists, 12 

 

� God is Not Great: How Religion Poisons Everything by Christopher Hitchens  

 
 

University campus 
 

“The majority of young people—surveys show about 75 percent—leave the 

church after high school, partially because atheism is religiously promoted in 

college and the culture. In fact, college professors are five times more likely to be 

atheists than the general public, and more than half of college professors have 

unfavorable views of evangelical students.”  

–Frank Turek, Stealing from God: Why Atheists Need God to Make Their Case, xxvi 

 

 

Internet age & arm-chair skepticism  
 

• Ideas travel fast! 
 

� Indiana pizza shop vs. social media outrage 
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Considering the Objections 
 

 

“The Bible is Unreliable” 

April 12 

 

• Is Scripture historically credible and has it been reliably transmitted to us? 

 

“No television preacher has ever read the Bible. Neither has any evangelical 

politician. Neither has the pope. Neither have I. And neither have you. At best, 

we’ve all read a bad translation—a translation of translations of translations of 

hand-copied copies of copies of copies of copies, and on and on, hundreds of 

times.”                          –Kurt Eichenwald, “The Bible: So Misunderstood It’s a Sin,”  

Newsweek (Dec. 2014) 

 

 

� Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who Changed the Bible and Why 

� Jesus, Interrupted: Revealing the Hidden Contradictions in the Bible (And Why We 

Don't Know About Them) 

� Forged: Writing in the Name of God—Why the Bible’s Authors Are Not Who We 

Think They Are  

� How Jesus Became God: The Exaltation of a Jewish Preacher from Galilee 

 

 

“The Bible is filled with discrepancies, many of them irreconcilable contradictions. 

Moses did not write the Pentateuch (the first give books of the Old Testament) 

and Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John did not write the Gospels. There are other 

books that did not make it into the Bible that at one time or another were 

considered canonical—other Gospels, for example, allegedly written by Jesus’ 

followers, Peter, Thomas, and Mary. …The Gospels are at odds on numerous 

points and contain nonhistorical material. …Many books of the New Testament 

are pseudonymous—written not by the apostles but by later writers claiming to 

be apostles. …In fact we don’t have the original copies of any of the biblical books 

but only copies made centuries later, all of which have been altered. The list goes 

on.”                                                                              –Bart Ehrman, Jesus, Interrupted:  

Revealing the Hidden Contradictions in the Bible, 5-6 
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“God is a moral monster” 

April 19 

 

• From the Problem of Evil to the claim that the God of the Bible is evil.  

 

“The God of the Old Testament is arguably the most unpleasant character in all 

fiction: jealous and proud of it; a petty, unjust, unforgiving control-freak; a 

vindictive, bloodthirsty ethnic cleanser; a misogynistic, homophobic, racist, 

infanticidal, genocidal, filicidal, pestilential, megalomaniacal, sadomasochistic, 

capriciously malevolent bully.”                   –Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion, 31  

  
 

 

“Science disproves Christianity” 

April 26 & May 3 

 

• Our culture loves science, and there’s a general perception that science is able to 

explain reality without God.  

 

• Are science and Christianity incompatible? 

 

• What are we to make of Darwinian evolution? 

 

 

 

Keeping Your Faith  
 

Jude 1 

 

Keep yourselves in the Love of God (v. 20-24) 

 

 

Contend for the faith once for all delivered (v. 3) 

 
 

� Interview with Nancy Pearcey 

 


