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March 13, 2016 

  

“The Problem of Evil & the Goodness of God” 
 

Matthew 6:13 

 

Intro 

 

� “limited awareness capacity” 

 

 

• What we’re aware of is significantly shaped by the surrounding culture. And it 

affects how we approach the subject of evil and suffering.  

 
 

� A Secular Age by Charles Taylor—the “anthropocentric turn” & the 

“immanent frame” 

 

 

“It was often assumed that one was required to look outside of the self—to nature 

and to God—to learn the right way to live. Modern people, however, have a 

‘buffered self,’ a self that is bounded and self-contained. Because there is no 

transcendent, supernatural order outside of me, it is I who determine what I am 

and who I will be. I do not need to look at anything outside of myself in order to 

know how to live. Today the self is the ‘master of the meaning of things for it’; 

indeed, now ‘we stake our claim as legislators of meaning.”  

–Timothy Keller, Walking With God through Pain and Suffering, 53 

 

 

• We have become extremely confident in our own abilities to understand and 

judge accurately.  

 
 

� God’s Problem: How the Bible Fails to Answer Our Most Important Question—

Why We Suffer by Bart Ehrman  

 

 

 



Lakeview Christian Center       Sunday Celebration 

Fighting for Awareness       Evan May 

 

2 

 

 

The Problem of Evil 
 

 

Confronting evil 

 

• Evil resists quick and easy answers.  

 

“People talk sometimes of bestial cruelty, but that's a great injustice and insult to 

the beasts; a beast can never be so cruel as a man, so artistically cruel. …I've 

collected a great, great deal about Russian children, Alyosha. There was a little girl 

of five who was hated by her father and mother. …This poor child of five was 

subjected to every possible torture by those cultivated parents. They beat her, 

thrashed her, kicked her for no reason till her body was one bruise. Then they 

went to greater refinements of cruelty—shut her up all night in the cold and frost 

in a privy, and because she didn't ask to be taken up at night… They smeared her 

face and filled her mouth with excrement, and it was her mother, her mother did 

this. And that mother could sleep, hearing the poor child's groans! Can you 

understand why a little creature, who can't even understand what's done to her, 

should beat her little aching heart with her tiny fist in the dark and the cold, and 

weep her meek unresentful tears to dear, kind God to protect her? …Do you 

understand why this infamy must be and is permitted? …Why, the whole world of 

knowledge is not worth that child's prayer to dear, kind God'!”   

–Ivan in Fyodor Dostoevsky, The Brothers Karamazov, Book V, Ch. 4 

 

 

Using evil to disprove God’s existence  

 

 

Logical Argument from Evil  

 

• “The idea of an all-powerful, all-knowing, and good God is incoherent given the 

reality of evil in the world.” 

 

“Is [God] willing to prevent evil, but not able? Then he is impotent. Is he able, but 

not willing? Then he is malevolent. Is he both able and willing? Whence then is 

evil?” –David Hume, Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion, 88. 
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 “No one, I think, has succeeded in establishing such an extravagant claim.”  

–William Rowe, “The Problem of Evil and Some Varieties of Atheism,”126 fn. 1 
 

 “I agree with most philosophers of religion that theists face no serious logical 

problem of evil.” –Paul Draper, “Pain and Pleasure: An Evidential Problem for 

Theists,” Nous, 23, 349. 

 

• Alvin Plantinga points out that there is actually no explicit contradiction 

between these two claims:  
 

1. God is omniscient, omnipotent, and good. 

2. Evil exists. 

 

• Adding a third premise:  

 

3. God has morally sufficient reasons for evil’s present existence.  

 

 

Evidential Argument from Evil  

 

• “God’s existence is improbable due to all the unnecessary evil in the world.” 

 

� Looking for a rhinoceros vs. Looking for carbon monoxide 

 

 

 

Good and Evil in an Atheistic World 
 

• Every worldview—every life storyline—must account for evil and suffering.  

 

� The storyline of Naturalism 

 

“Most people who see the problems that suffering poses to classical theistic belief 

move toward a more secular way of thinking. But we have seen that secularism is 

also a set of beliefs, and it is probably the weakest of all worldviews at helping its 

adherents understand and endure the ‘terror of life.’”  

–Timothy Keller, Walking with God Through Pain and Suffering, 86  
 

• The secular outlook provides no explanation for why so much evil happens.  
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Evil is a problem… for atheism 

 

No objective moral values 

 

Justin Brierley: “When you make a value judgment, don’t you immediately step 

yourself outside of this evolutionary process and say that the reason this is good is 

that’s good?” 

Richard Dawkins: “My value judgment itself could come from my evolutionary 

past.” 

Brierley: “So therefore it’s just as random in a sense as any product of evolution. 

…Ultimately, your belief that rape is wrong is as arbitrary as the fact that we’ve 

evolved five fingers rather than six.” 

Dawkins: “You could say that, yeah.” 

 

• Why are human beings morally valuable? 

 

“I’m insignificant. ...I am just another speck of sand. And the earth really in the 

cosmic scheme of things is another speck. And the sun an unremarkable star. 

...And the galaxy is a speck. I’m a speck on a speck orbiting a speck among other 

specks among still other specks in the middle of specklessness. I suck.” –Bill Nye 

 

� “Waiting for Godot” by Samuel Becket 
 

 

No objective moral duties 

 

� The maxim of Ivan Karamazov 

 

“The concept of moral obligation is unintelligible apart from the idea of God. The 

words remain but their meaning is gone.”  

–Richard Taylor, Ethics, Faith, and Reason, 84 

 

 

But there is a right and wrong! 

 

• Atheists can’t help but make moral judgments because they are made in the 

image of God.  
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“My argument against God was that the universe seemed so cruel and unjust. 

But how had I got this idea of just and unjust? A man does not call a line crooked 

unless he has some idea of a straight line. What was I comparing this universe 

with when I called it unjust?”                              –C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, 39 

 

 

The Problem of Goodness 

 

• Why do we even come up with things like “The Problem of Evil”? We are 

interpreters by design.  

 

� Christopher Hitchens’ wit displays God’s handiwork  
 

 

• Even in this Fallen world, goodness breaks through every day.  

 

� “Don’t You Want to Thank Someone?” by Andrew Peterson  

 
Can't you feel it in your bones 

Something isn't right here 

Something that you've always known 

But you don't know why 
 

'Cause every time the sun goes down 

We face another night here 

Waiting for the world to spin around 

Just to survive 
 

But when you see the morning sun 

Burning through a silver mist 

Don't you want to thank someone? 

Don't you want to thank someone for this? 

 

Don't you ever wonder why 

In spite of all that's wrong here 

There's still so much that goes so right 

And beauty abounds? 
 

'Cause sometimes when you walk outside 

The air is full of song here 

The thunder rolls and the baby sighs 

And the rain comes down 
 

And when you see that spring has come 

And it warms you like a mother's kiss 

Don't you want to thank someone? 

Don't you want to thank someone for this? 

 

� Venus de Milo 

 

 

The Goodness of God in the Christian Storyline  
 

• Don’t just analyze an abstract “god.” Step with both feet into the Christian view of 

reality and take a look around.  
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God the Author 

 

• God is the Storyteller. He knows what we need and what will fulfill us.  

 

 

• God is the Author of goodness. 

 

� The Euthyphro Dilemma  

 

 

� When we make a moral judgment, we’re borrowing from God’s character! 

 

 

� God is goodness personalized—and that is our hope in the suffering we face.  

 
“For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 

comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us” (Rom. 8:18) 

 

“For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of 

glory beyond all comparison” (2 Cor. 4:17) 

 

 

 

Tension in the Story  

 

• A Dragon shows up on the scene.  

 

 

• This is a Fallen world, and the curse has touched all out existence.  

 

 

• “Why did God allow this to happen?” 

 

� What makes a good story… 
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“I know. It’s all wrong. By rights we shouldn’t even be here. But we are. It’s like 

in the great stories, Mr. Frodo. The ones that really mattered. Full of darkness 

and danger, they were. And sometimes you didn’t want to know the end. 

Because how could the end be happy? How could the world go back to the way 

it was when so much bad had happened? But in the end, it’s only a passing thing, 

this shadow. Even darkness must pass. A new day will come. And when the sun 

shines it will shine out the clearer. Those were the stories that stayed with you. 

That meant something, even if you were too small to understand why.”  

–Samwise Gamgee in The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers 

 

� Hypocrisy of secular film criticism 

 

 

“Suppose you could remove from the story Lucifer’s fall and Adam and Eve’s sin. 

Take away Cain and Abel’s conflict, the Flood, Babel, and the battles of Joseph, 

Job, Moses, David, and Elijah had with evil and suffering. Remove all wars and 

heartbreaks and yearnings for something better. Take them all away and you 

would also take away Jesus, who would not become one of us in order to reveal 

God’s character and save us from our sins.”  

–Randy Alcorn, If God is Good: Faith in the Midst of Suffering and Evil, 197 

 

 

The Author Enters the Story 

 

• Where we see the goodness of God most clearly on display. 

 

� The plight of the cockroaches 

 

 

• We are the problem of evil.  

 

 

• The cross is an invitation, not to have every question answered and every 

detail figured out, but to stare at the character of God—the one who bears our 

wounds.  

 

� Night by Elie Wiesel  
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The Resolution in the Christian Storyline 

 

 

Evil doesn’t have the final word  

 

• On the last day, every injustice will be dealt with.  

 

 

• A worldview in which evil is never addressed is ultimately unlivable.  

 

“Soon you will discover that it takes the quiet of a suburban home for the birth 

of the thesis that human nonviolence corresponds to God’s refusal to judge. In a 

scorched land, soaked in the blood of the innocent, it will invariable die”  

–Miroslav Volf, Exclusion and Embrace: A Theological Exploration of Identity, 

Otherness, and Reconciliation, 302 

 

 

Every sad thing becomes untrue  

 

• He will wipe away every tear. 

 

 

• On that day, even if every mystery is not removed, the entire storyline will be 

clear and rejoiced in. 

 

 

And when the world is new again 

And the children of the King 

Are ancient in their youth again 

Maybe it's a better thing 

A better thing 

 

To be more than merely innocent 

But to be broken, then redeemed by love 

Maybe this old world is bent 

But it's waking up 

And I'm waking up 

 

'Cause I can hear the voice of one 

He's crying in the wilderness 

"Make ready for the Kingdom Come" 

Don't you want to thank someone for this? 

 

Hallelujah!  

Come back soon 

 

 

 


